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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  & Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1945. 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  the  birth  rate  to  be  considerably 
lower  this  year  - a rate  of  16.2  per  thousand  population,  compared 
with  21,4  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  has  also  risen, 
but  the  greater  proportion  of  deaths  were  of  persons  of  60  years 
and  upwards. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  continue  to  be 
concerned  mainly  with  agriculture,  but  during  the  year  a large 
factory  was  built  in  the  Harmire  Road  for  the  production  of  the 
drug  Penicillin.  This  factory  is  operated  by  Messrs.  Glaxo,  Ltd., 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  (1946)  full  production  was 
commenced.  A total  of  330  persons  is  employed,  the  greater 
proportion  of  whom  were  recruited  locally.  The  presence  of  this 
factory  should  add  to  the  well-being  of  the  town,  as  well  as 
providing  secure  employment  for  a large  number  of  persons. 


SANITARY  GIRGUIVISTANCES  OF TH5  ARLA . 

Water  Supply.  Pumping  of  surplus  water  from  the  R.A.F.  Borehole 
on  Bowes  Moor  was  continued  during  periods  of  threatened  shortage 
in  March,  May,  July,  August,  and  September.  This  additional  water 
combined  with  the  Spring  yield  maintained  a continuous  supply  during 
these  months. 

’The  drought,  hov/ever,  continued  until  the  last  week  in 
October  when  it  was  found  that  the  yield  from  the  Borehole  had  also 
greatly  diminished  and  it  became  necessary  to  curtail  the  supply  at 
ni^?ht  during  this  month. 

The  quality  of  the  v;ater  as  shown  by  analysis  was 
satisfactory  and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

A Consulting  Engineer  has  been  engaged  to  prepare  a 
comprehensive  report  on  the  Vvhole  of  the  towns  water  supply  system 
and  means  of  obtaining  an  additional  supply  of  water  sufficient  to 
meet  present  and  future  requirements. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  fouling  or  pollution  was  detected  during 
the  year  within  the  Urban  area.  Immediate  action  should  be  taken 
against  offenders  when  detected. 

Refuse  Tip.  Two  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  existing  tip  have 
been  purchased  and  tipping  on  this  land  was  commenced.  The  tip 
iswell  removed  from  the  nearest  dwelling,  no  nuisance  has  occurred, 
and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  The  effluent  from  the  Sewage  V/orks 
has  been  satisfactory  and  no  complaint  has  been  received  from 
official  quarters.  New  filter  arms  have  been  fixed  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation.  The  number  of  pail  closets  remain  at  24 
and  when  action  can  be  taken  with  respect  to  the  properties  already 
confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  demolition,  this  number  will 
be  further  reduced  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
v;hen  the  last  remaining  pail  closets  will  be  discontinued  or 
converted  into  water  carriage  system. 

The  last  five  privies  remain  the  same.  These  are  on 
outlying  farms. 
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Closet  Accommodation  ( continued) 


- All  properties  in  the  area  are  now  supplied  v/ith  proper 
regulation  size  dustbins.  Early  action  is  taken  against  any  owner 
not  complying  with  the  regulations. 

Housing . No  new  residential  houses  ware  completed  during  the 
year  .but  9 were  in  course  of  construction.  54  houses  of  the  two, 
three,  and  four  bedroom  type  are  being  erected  in  Zetland  Road  on 
the  Tenfields  Housing  Site.  Lay-out  and  house  plans  have  been 
prepared  for  a future  102  houses  on  the  Station  Road  Site,  and  work 
should  commence  as  soon  as  the  negotiation  for  the  land  is  completed 

Land  for  at  least  100  more  houses  is  being  sought. 

The  situation  as  regards  overcrowding  in  the  town  is 
serious  and  many  people  are  living  under  insanitary  conditions. 

There  is  a waiting  list  of  over  300  applicants  for  new  houses  and 
I hope  that  the  urgent  matter  of  the  provision  of  new  houses  will 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Council  as  speedily  as  possible. 


SANITiRY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.  ' 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  which  sunimarises  the  work 
done  by  his  department,  includes  visits  and  inspections  by  myself 
in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  with  respect  to  infectious  ' 
diseases,  dairies,  cowsheds  and  other  cases  occurring  under  the 
Public  Health  Act. 

Number  of  Number  of  Number  of 

Informal  written  Formal  notices  nuisances 
* notices  by  by  order*  • abated  after 

Inspector.  of  Authority.  notice. 


Dwelling  Houses  ( Stm^.-i-i^ral  42 

m 

38 

and  Schools.  (Defects. 

Dairies  & Milkshops, 

1 

1 

Bakehouses . 

1 

- 

1 

Ashpits  & Privies. 

1 

- 

1 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 

6 

- 

6 

Manure . 

Water  closets. 

23 

20 

Defective  Yard  paving 

3 

- 

2 

(Defective  traps. 

2 

- 

2 

House  (No  disconnection 

Drainage. ( from  sewer. 

4 

4 

(other  faults. 

42 

- 

42 

V/ater  Supply,' 

28 

2 

30 

Pigsties . 

1* 

- 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Nuisances. 

18 

- 

18 

Dustbins . 

- 

41 

41 

Pail  Closets. 

2 

- 

— 

— 



TOTALS. 

175 

43 

208 

Precautions  against  Infectious-  Disease 

. - 11  houses 

disinfected 

after  infectious  uiseasos. 
Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  46 

Workshops  and 

Factories 

in  the  area.  Two  notices 

to  improve  sanitary  accommodation  have 

been  served  and  complied  with. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  is  only 

one,  23,  Bridgegate,  which 

is  fairly  satisfactory. 
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Smoke  Abatement,  There  has  been  only  one  smoke  nuisance  reported 
in  the  area  during  the  year,  and  this  was  abated  after  serving 
informal  notice. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds. and  Milkshops.  The  Register  comprises  10 
Milk  Sellers  (Retail  and  Wholesale  producers)  of  which  5 have  cov;- 
sheds  in  the  Urban  Area. 

Slaughter-houses . All  slaughtering  is  now  centralised  in  one 
slaughter-house  and  this  is  situated  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Thompson  & Forster,  Flatts  View,-  killings :- 

Cattle  ...  775 

Calves  . . . 301 

Sheep  ...  3 , 402 

Figs  _ ...  137 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population,  Estimated 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


559 

4,085 

1,194 

£25,645 

£99:  3:10 


Vital  Statistics  Registrar  General’s  Figures  for  1945. 


This  Area. 


Boys  30 
Girls  36 


Comparative  Table  of  Birth  Rates . 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Birth  Rate . England  & Wales 

Birth  Rate. 

16.2  per  thousand 

total  population.  16.1  per  thousand 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


This  Area. 


Boys  2 
Girls  Nil. 


Still  birth  Rate. 


England  & V/ales 
Still  birth  Rate. 


0.49  per  thousand 

total  population.  0.46  per  thousand 


Comparative  Table  of  D eath  Rates. 


This  Area. 

Deaths  of  Infants  ) g 
under  one  year  ) 


England  & Wales. 
Not  given. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  90  per  thousand  Infant  Mortality 

related  births.  Rate  46  per  thousand 

Number  of  Deaths. 


This  A.rea. 

Males  36  Not  given. 

Females  28 


Death  Rate  (all  causes)  Death  Rate  ( al3  causes) 

15.7  per  thousand  total  population.  11.4  per  thousai^d 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Heart  Disease.  20 
Cancer.  7 
Intracranial 

Vascular  Lesions.  7 
Tuberculosis 

(respiratory)  1 
Bronchitis.  4 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

duodenum.  1 


Other  digestive 

diseases.  1 

Premature  birth.  3 

Congenital  malformations 
etc . 2 

Nephritis.  4 

* Diabetes.  1 

All  other  causes.  13 


TOTALS.  64. 
INPECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  remarkably 
low  during  the  year.  There  v^ere'’ no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  One  .case  occurred  in  September,  a boy 
aged  15,  who  v^as  a resident  pupil  at  the  County  School.  In  view 
of  the  epidemic  during  the  previous  year,  the  school  was  closed 
for  a period  of  3 weeks  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer 
to  the  School.  No  further  cases  occurred. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (confirmed)  during  the  year,  1945. 


Scarlet  Fever  11 

' Measles  . 11 

Whooping  Cough  9 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  1 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  1 


All  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  the  premises  fumigated.  The  case  of  poliomyelitis 
wes  sent  to  Walkergate,  Near  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

The  case  of  bacillary  dysentery  was  a non-civilian  one  and  was 
admitted  to  the  E.M.S.  Hospital,  Barnard  Castle. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  During  the  year,  fortnightly  s'essions 
for  immunisation  were'held  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  The 
Vicarage,  Barnard  Castle.  Facilities  were  also  available  for 
children  under  15  years  for  immunisation,  free  of  charge,  at  their 
doctor’s  surgery. 

The  response  to  immunisation  continues  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  parents  are  becoming  increasingly  alive  to  the  value  of  this 
measure,  particularly  for  children  in  the  youngest  age  groups. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Return  for  the  year  ending 

3lst  December,  1945. 

Age  at  date  of  final 
injection. 

Number  of  children  who  0-4  years  5-14  years 

completed  a full  course  of 

immunisation  in  the  Authority’s  60.  13. 

area  during  the  above  12'  months. 

Tuberculosis  - 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1945. 

NEW  CASES.  DEATHS . 

Age 

Periods.  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
M.  F.  M.  F.  ' M.  F.  M.  F. 


Total 
under  15. 

73 


15  to  25 
25  to  35 
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Tuberculosis  - 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1945  (continued).- 


Age 

Periods . 

35  to  45 
45  to  55 
65  and 
upwards . 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Respirat  ory 

Non-Re splratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Re spir at ory 

M.  F. 

2 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

• mm 

M.  F. 

TOT/i . - 3 


3 new  cases  were  registered  during  the  year.  1 death  was 
registered  in  another  district. 

Treatment  of  Scabies  (Scabies  Order,  1941).  During  the  year  a 
total  of  34  treatments  were  given  at  the  A.R.P.  Cleansing  Station, 
Dunelm  Square. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  who  v/ere  resident  in  the  Urban 
District  amounted  to  three,  involving  three  treatments. 

I^y  thanks  are  due  to  the  District  Nurses,  Miss  M.  R.  Prest 
and  Mrs.  A.  Ellwood,  v/ho  undertook  the  treatment  of  female  cases 
following  the  termination  of  the  employment  of  two  whole-time  nurses 
attached  to  the  Mobile  Unit,  at  the  end  of  1943. 

On  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  Europe  the  services  of  two 
whole-time  male  ambulance  drivers  were  terminated  on  30th  Tune,  and 
the  Cleansing  Station  closed. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  facilities  provided  during  the  v;ar 
for  the  treatment  of  scabies,  did  much  to  lessen  the  incidence  of 
this’  troublesome  complaint. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Public  Health  Staff.-  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part- 
time  officer.  A Veterinary  Surgeon  has  been  appointed  as  Inspector 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Grants  are  made  to  the  salaries  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a whole-time  officer. 
Part  of  his  salary  is  paid  by  the  Urban  Council  and  a portion  by  the 
Ministries  of  Health  k Transport. 

A County  Health  Visitor  resides  in  the  town  and  part  of  her 
time  is  allocated  to  the  duties  of  County  School  Nurse. 

Hospitals . - There  are  no  special  hospitals  for  Tuberculosis, 
Maternity  or  Children,  in  the  district. 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  a contributor  to  the  Auckland, 
V/illington,  and  Shildon  Joint  Hospital  Board  Scheme  for  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  and  these  cases  are  sent  into  one  of  their 
hospitals . 

During  the  war,  the  Richardson  Memorial  Convalescent  Home  has 
been  taken  over  by  the  E.M.S.  Hospitals  Scheme.  A certain  number 
of  beds  are  available  for  civilian  air-raid  casualties. 

The  Public  Assistance  Hospital  is  the  only  Institution  for 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  etc. 
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Hospitals  ( continued) 


» 


/jnbulance  facilities  consist  of  a motor  ambulance  for  infectious 
cases,  and  a motor  ambulance  for  accident  and  urgent  cases  for 
hospital.  Half  the  cost  of  this  latter  vehicle  was  paid  for  by 
public  subscription,  the  other  half  being  paid  by  the  Urban  Council. 

Nursing  arrangements.-  There  is  a local  Nursing  Association 
consisting  of  a voluntary  ladies  committee.  Two  qualified  nurses 
are  provided,  and  the  public  can  have  their  services  on  payment 
of  a small  fee.  They  are  available  in  all  surgical  or  medical 
cases,  but  not  in  notifiable  infectious  cases. 

The  County  Council  assists  the  Association  by  annual  grants 
towards  midwifery.  The  ordinary  expenses  are  met  by  the  Association. 

The  District  nurses  are  practising  midwives  in  the  District. 

There *is  a small  Nursing  Home  at  32,  Bede  Road  (Proprietress, 
Hilda  Smurthwaite,  S.R.N. , S.C.M. ) chiefly  for  maternity  cases. 


CLINIC  PM)  TREATMENT  CHNTRBS. 

Fortnightly  sessions  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  and  weekly 
sessions  of  the  School  Clinic  are  held  in  Barnard  Castle,  under 
the  County  Council  Scheme. 


I am.  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

/ 

I.  G.  PALLY,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
\ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1946. 
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